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pendently in those sections in which the disease is localized. The germ of anthrax lives in the soil a long time, being practically impossible to eradicate from a farm. In this country infected farms commonly center about a tannery where refuse from hides has been allowed to contaminate the streams in the neighborhood. When the stream overflows in the spring of the year, many acres of pasture may become infected and made unsafe for grazing. Anyone desiring a more complete description of anthrax should consult the disease as it affects cattle.
Symptoms
Sheep of all ages die of anthrax. They contract the disease through wounds or cuts and also through the mouth when eating or drinking infected material. The time elapsing from infection to sickness varies, but it is only a few days at the most. The symptoms would not enable a farmer to detect anthrax. As a rule, a sick sheep does not show distinctive signs that would differentiate this disease from any other of a similar nature. The animal merely appears weak, breathes rapidly, and soon collapses and dies after a brief struggle. A sheep affected with anthrax lives only a few hours after it becomes noticeably ill.
Anthrax is a blood disease and the veins teem with billions of the germs, making it extremely dangerous to open such a carcass bare-handed. If an outbreak of anthrax in cattle is in progress on the farm, it is reasonable to suspect the same disease in sheep. Anthrax is a rapidly moving infection and hemorrhages are seen throughout the body. The opened carcass would be of no'particular value in arriving at a correct diagnosis, because the changes are not striking enough to make certain recognition possible. A trained veterinarian could not make a positive statement on the appearance of the carcass alone. If there is the least reason to suspect anthrax, an ear should be cut off and sent to a laboratory, packed carefully in a sealed container, so